CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

OFTHE

INDIANA ALLIANCE OF CHEMISTRY TEACHERS

(Adopted on February 14, 1988)

(Amended February, 2009)

Article I. Name

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be the Indiana Alliance of Chemistry Teachers, Incorporated (referred to hereafter as I-ACT). I-ACT is organized as a not-for-profit corporation according to the laws of the state of Indiana.

Article II. Purposes

Section 1. The purposes of I-ACT shall be to foster cooperation among all chemistry teachers in Indiana by (i) promoting coordination of instructional programs in chemistry at the elementary school, high school, and college levels, (ii) aiding the dissemination of knowledge related to the field of chemistry, and (iii) stimulating its members to grow professionally through the sharing of new developments in the teaching and practice of chemistry and (iv) supporting/mentoring new teachers of chemistry.
Article III. Membership

Section la. The membership shall include active and retired teachers of chemistry at the secondary, college, and university levels, as well as other science teachers, who assent to the constitution and who pay the annual dues.

lb. A full member shall be one who pays the annual dues.

1c. All full members have equal rights, including the right to be elected or appointed to any office or committee.

1d. All full members have equal voting rights.

le. The region of membership is determined by the preferred mailing address or the stated preference of the member.

1f. Members may request announcements about and participate in regional activities out side of their membership region.

Section 2a. An honorary member shall be a person who has rendered meritorious service as a member of I-ACT and/or who has retired from active teaching. An honorary member shall have all the privileges of a full member except the holding of office and voting. An honorary member shall not pay dues.

2b. An honorary member shall be one who is so designated by the Board of Directors. A retired teacher may apply for honorary membership.

Article IV. Elected Officers
Section 1. The officers of I-ACT shall be a president, a president-elect, a past-president, the regional representatives, a secretary, and a treasurer. 
Section 2. The president-elect shall serve a term of office of one year, with direct succession from the president-elect to the president to the past-president.

Section 3. The president shall serve a term of office of two years.

Section 4a. The past-president shall serve a term of office of one year.

4b. The past-president shall not be elected to any office of I-ACT until 2 years after his or her term as past-president is completed.

Section 5. The secretary shall serve a term of office of two years.  
Section 6. The treasurer shall serve a term of office of two years. 
Section 7. The regional representatives shall serve terms of office of two years.

Section 8. The duties of the officers shall be those usual to their respective offices.

Article V. Appointed Officers

Section 1. The president shall appoint a membership chairperson. 
Section 2. The president shall appoint a newsletter editor.

Article VI. Board of Directors

Section 1. The Board of Directors shall consist of the elected officers and the appointed officers. 
Section 2. The Board of Directors shall conduct the business of I-ACT between general meetings of I-ACT.

Section 3. The Board of Directors shall fill all vacated or unexpired terms of office by appointment until the next election.

Article VII. Meetings

Section 1. There shall be at least two general (statewide) meetings of I-ACT each academic year, a fall meeting and a spring meeting.

Section 2. There shall be at least one Board of Directors meeting held each year.

Article VIII. Committees

Section 1. There shall be a Nominations Committee, chaired by the President or their designee and composed of the regional vice-presidents and any other full members of I-ACT appointed by the President or their designee, to solicit nominees for the various elected offices and to prepare the slate of nominees for presentation at the general fall meeting.

Section 2. There shall be a Program Committee, chaired by the President or their designee and composed of full members of I-ACT appointed by the President or their designee, to plan and organize general (statewide) meetings of I-ACT.

Section 3 There shall be a Membership Committee consisting of the membership chairperson and the regional vice-presidents.

Article IX. Amendments

Section 1. This constitution may be amended by two-thirds of the full members in attendance and voting at a general meeting of I-ACT.

Section 2. No amendment to this constitution shall be voted upon until the proposed amendment has been approved by the Board of Directors and has been submitted to the member ship of I-ACT at the previous general meeting, by mail, e-mail and/or posted on the IACT website at least 30 days prior to the date on which the proposed amendment is offered for adoption.

Article X. Adoption and Continuance of Powers

Section 1. This constitution may be adopted by affirmative vote of three-fourths of the full members of I-ACT present and voting at general meeting, provided that the constitution has been approved by a majority vote of the Board of Directors and has been presented to the membership by mail, e-mail and/or posted on the IACT website at least 30 days before the date on which the constitution is presented for adoption.

Section 2. All actions taken by I-ACT prior to the adoption of this constitution, and not in conflict with it, are hereby specifically confirmed until changed by formal action under the provisions of this constitution.

BY-LAWS

(Adopted on February 14, 1988)

(Amended October 1, 1994)

Article I. Election of Officers

Section 1. The officers of I-ACT shall be elected at the IACT Meeting held at H.A.S.T.I.  

Section 2. The chairman of the Nominations Committee shall present a slate of nominees for those elected offices whose terms will be concluded. This slate will be placed on the IACT website prior to H.A.S.T.I. Nominations from the floor shall be accepted after the chairman of the Nominations Committee has presented a slate of nominees.

Section 3a. The election of officers and regional representatives shall be by ballot cast by full members. A majority of votes cast by all full members shall be required for election to a statewide office (president-elect, secretary, and treasurer), or regional representative.

 
3b. A member from outside Indiana does not have a regional representative.
 3c. A regional representative of an odd numbered region shall be elected in an odd numbered year; a regional representative of an even numbered region shall be elected in an even numbered year.

Section 4. Newly elected officer -shall assume office upon conclusion of the general spring meeting of I-ACT. 
Article II. Duties of the Officers

Section 1. The president shall preside at all general (statewide) meetings of I-ACT and at all meetings of the Board of Directors. The president shall be empowered to call special meetings of either I-ACT or the Board of Directors. The president shall be an ex-officio member of every committee of I-ACT.

Section 2a. The President or their designee shall be chairman of the Program Committee.

2b. In the event of resignation, death, or removal from office of the president, the president-elect  or past-president shall assume the vacant office of the president, and the Board of Directors shall appoint a new president-elect.

Section 3. The President or their designee shall be chairman of the Nominations Committee.

Section 4a. The regional representatives shall represent their respective regions on the Membership Committee.

4b. The regional representatives shall be members of the Nominations Committee.

Section 5a. The secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings of I-ACT and of the Board of Directors and keep records of the activities of these bodies. The secretary shall conduct the correspondence, disseminate information about I-ACT to other organizations in Indiana, and perform all other duties usually done by such an officer.

5b. The secretary shall prepare the minutes of each general meeting. Copies of these minutes shall be printed in the next issue of the Newsletter.
Section 6a. The treasurer shall have custody of all funds of I-ACT except as otherwise provided, issue statements, receive payment of dues, pay bills chargeable to I-ACT, promptly submit the financial records of I-ACT for audit, and be responsible for filing such financial reports as may be required by state and federal offices.

6b. The treasurer shall prepare an annual financial report to be presented at the general fall meeting. Copies of this report shall be available to the members at the business session of the general fall meeting.

6c. The treasurer shall submit the books for financial audit every two years. 
Section 7. The membership chairperson shall maintain an up-to-date list of full members and provide that list to officers as needed.

Section 8. The newsletter editor shall be responsible for preparation and distribution of a periodic Newsletter to inform the membership of I-ACT about upcoming meetings and other events at the statewide and regional levels and about the activities of the Board of Directors and the various committees of I-ACT.

Section 9. Officers shall keep appropriate records of their official I-ACT activities. These records are the property of the office and shall be forwarded from the vacating officer to the incoming officer in a timely fashion.

Section 10.  An officer or regional representative may be removed from office if they are not fulfilling their assigned duties.  The officer or regional representative will be notified by the President that this action is being considered.  The possible removal will be presented at a meeting of the Board of Directors. Removal will require a majority vote by the Board.  The Board of Directors will appoint an IACT member to fulfill this position until the next election.
Article III. Meetings

Section 1. Announcements of the general fall and spring meetings of I-ACT shall be by the Newsletter of I-ACT, e-mail and/or the IACT website.
Section 2. Regional representatives have the option of conducting additional meetings in their respective regions, and may hold joint events for members in neighboring regions.
Article IV. Finances

Section la. Annual dues for each full member shall be payable at the beginning of each school (academic) year.  The dues assessed will be determined each year by the Board of Directors based on current costs and expenses.

Section lb. The fiscal year shall run from July 1 through June 30, the fiscal year to be defined as the year in which it starts.

Article V. Amendments

Section 1. These by-laws may be suspended by a majority vote of all full members present at a general meeting, but any such suspension shall be effective only for the meeting at which it is made.

Section 2a. These by-laws may be amended by two-thirds of the full members in attendance and voting at a general meeting of I-ACT.

2b. No amendment to these by-laws shall be voted upon until the proposed amendment has been approved by the Board of Directors and has been submitted to the member ship of I-ACT at the previous general meeting, by mail, e-mail and/or the IACT website at least 30 days prior to the date on which the amendment is offered for adoption.

Article VI. Constitution and By-Law Review

Section 1. The Constitution and By-Laws shall be reviewed at least every five (5) years by the Board of Directors.

Article VII. Map and List of the Regions

Section 1. A map showing the regions of the state of Indiana and a list of counties in each region are attached to these by-laws.

Article VIII. Distribution on Dissolution

Section 1. Upon dissolution of I-ACT, its assets shall be distributed by the Board of Directors to one or more organizations qualifying under Section 501 (c) (3) or Section 501 (c) (6) of the Internal Revenue code of 1954.
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